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Awards highlight SA’s bright future in agriculture  
 
An Eyre Peninsula woman’s vision to diversify farming practices to create the change that is needed 
for future generations and the longevity of future farming, has been recognised at the 2020 Spirit of 
Excellence in Agriculture Awards announced tonight (Friday, October 23). 
 

Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development David Basham and the Director of 
Landscape Services for the Department for Environment and Water, Matt Ward, presented the 
Agricultural Bureau of South Australia Awards at a dinner this evening.  
 

Generously supported by the Department for Environment and Water (DEW) and Primary Industries 
and Regions SA (PIRSA), the Awards offer young farmers and rural youth the opportunity to pursue 
personal and professional development to benefit their local communities. 
 

Chair of the Agricultural Bureau of South Australia (ABSA), Mark Grossman, said the judges were met 
with an exceptionally high standard of applications this year, which resulted in the narrowest of win 
results for both awards. 
 

“Once again, the Spirit of Excellence in Agriculture awards has provided a stellar line up of 
passionate and talented rural innovators as finalists,” Mark said.  
 

“The quality of applications made judging difficult and ABSA encourages all of this year’s applicants 
to continue pursuing their dream projects.” 
 
 

2020 Sustainable Agriculture Scholarship  
Sponsored by the Department for Environment and Water (DEW) 
Winner: Ellen Zibell – Kimba (Eyre Peninsula)  
 

The $8000 scholarship is for a farmer (aged 18-40) to pursue further study, take a study tour or run a 
special project. The scholarship is in memory of the late Peter and Wendy Olsen to recognise both of 
their contributions to agriculture and landcare in South Australia. Sponsored by DEW, the 
scholarship focuses on sustainability of the natural resources that underpin primary production.  
 
Ellen Zibell is a co-director of her family farming business 50kms north west of Kimba. Together with 
her husband Brett, his brother Mark and wife Lisa, they run 7750 hectares of land for their mixed 
cropping and livestock enterprise.   
 
In Ellen’s winning application she outlines her vision to diversify her family farm to grow unique 
ancient grains, sustainably regenerate the landscape, restore biodiversity and improve soil health to 
directly improve the environment, farming land and personal health. She has a vision to create the 
change that is needed for future generations to secure the longevity of farming. 
 

“Taking some time to focus on raising our family, studying, and trying to help where I can with 
farming has given me the opportunity to live and witness the struggles of farming all around me,” 
Ellen said in her application.  



“I am determined to provide the best legacy we can for our three children and the future 
generations that wish to be involved in agriculture and I can see that sustainable farming could be 
the key to this. 
 

“I believe that as the next generation of farmers we need different skills, and need to question the 
current ways of doing things. We need to have a state of constant curiosity to move forward in the 
industry we love for generations to come.” 

 

Ellen’s plans to improve future farming practices include conducting research trips to Western 
Australia, Victoria and New South Wales to visit various farmers and experts currently using 
sustainable farming practices. This will enable her to expand her knowledge and gain the 
appropriate skills to help the farm in the future. She also will pass on her valuable knowledge to local 
students, farmers and other interested people through a two-day Sustainable Ag Event to be held on 
the family farm at Buckleboo.  
 
 

Comments from the judges 
 
“Ellen has a vision for a happy, healthy and sustainable farming community. She understands the 

strengths and weaknesses of the land, wants to learn about the natural resources on her land and 

how best she can work with them to achieve a sustainable balance of management and production.” 

“Ellen views the challenge of making contact with ‘experts’ for input and knowledge as a significant 

personal development outcome for her project. She has a close involvement with local farming 

groups and a strong desire to exemplify the ‘Paddock to Plate’ concept both in her area and beyond.” 

“Recognised as a clear stand out to our judging panel, Ellen has a warm and sincere approach to her 

aspiration to learn and make changes through simple trials and shared knowledge from other areas 

around Australia.” 

 

2020 Rural Youth Bursary 
Sponsored by Primary Industries and Regions SA (PIRSA) 
Winner: Matthew Maunder – Glossop (Riverland) 
 

For Rural Youth Bursary winner Matthew Maunder, of Glossop, his strong sense of community and 
interest in agricultural sustainability has motivated his winning application.  
 

Since completing an Honours Degree in Rural Science at the University of New England, Matthew has 
always tried to give back to his community by volunteering with the local CFS, sporting clubs, an 
Aboriginal youth reading program and with Youth in Agriculture communities.  
 
As well as these involvements, Matthew has worked in board-acre agronomy throughout the far 
west NSW, with a strong focus on minimising water and chemical use. He is now working as a 
Technical Officer at Australia’s largest citrus farm in the Riverland, Costa Group’s Kangara Farm.  
 

Matthew’s role at Kangara Farm has allowed him to manage numerous research trials looking into 
the irrigation, chemical, fertiliser and environmental sustainability of their operations. These 
practices have ignited Matthew’s interest to attend the International Citrus Congress (ICC) to form 
relationships with researchers and fellow producers from around the world, to further his 
knowledge on leading practice of citrus farming, especially in the areas of sustainable production 
which he could share with local growers.  
 
“Attending the ICC would be invaluable to both progressing my career and improving economic, 
social and environmental sustainability of the citrus industry in South Australia.” Matthew wrote on 
his application.  
 

http://www.agbureau.com.au/awards/rural_youth_bursary/


“I strongly believe that the health of the industry as a whole is critical to the success of individual 
businesses.” 
 
 
 

Comments from the judges 
 
“Matthew has a passion for sustainable agriculture and providing a holistic approach to modernising 
farming. Combining his love for agriculture with his enthusiasm to drive and implement change for 
the good of the community and industry is the motivation behind his winning application.” 

“Matthew has the passion, expertise, communications skills and network to develop and implement 
modern solutions that the ag industry requires to adapt to a changing world.” 

 

Tonight’s ceremony also saw Mark Grossman of Angaston honoured with the 2020 Services to 
Primary Production Award. 
 
Mark has been a dedicated member of the Agricultural Bureau of SA since 1982. He has held various 
roles within the Bureau including Board Member for nine years, eight of which he stood as Chair.  As 
a member of the Angaston Ag Bureau Branch, he has continued his support through various roles as 
Branch Secretary and President from years 1996 to 2020.  
 
Mark’s extensive contributions to the Ag Bureau over the years have been evident through his 
passion and commitment to assist with management, promotion and development of the Bureau 
when given the opportunity. Through his hard work he has enabled the Ag Bureau to continue to 
function throughout South Australia’s regions.  
 

To hear Mark speak about the Bureau and what it can do for members and the local community with 
such enthusiasm, perfectly reflects the contribution Mark has played in the ag industry. 
 
Mark has achieved a great amount in his time on the Ag Bureau’s Board and has been recognised as 
a key coordinator of transitioning the Advisory Board of SA, fully funded, to a self-governing Board of 
the Agricultural Bureau of SA.  
 

Bureau members and groups continue to celebrate Mark’s successes and many contributions over 
the years.  
 
For more information on the 2020 Spirit of Excellence in Agriculture Awards or to arrange 
interviews with the winners please contact: 
 
Mark Grossman, Chair     Janette Ridgway, Awards Co-ordinator 
M: 0408 085 682     M: 0427 532 338  
 
AWARD SPONSORS: 
 
The Sustainable Agriculture Scholarship for Farmers is sponsored by the Department for 
Environment and Water (DEW) 
 
The Rural Youth Bursary is sponsored by Primary Industries and Regions SA (PIRSA) 
 

 

 
 

http://agbureau.com.au/awards/peter_olsen_fellowship/
http://agbureau.com.au/awards/rural_youth_bursary/

