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From steel wheeled to self-propelled tractors – Ron Fromm’s 70 years with Ag Bureau 

When Rom Fromm joined his local Ag Bureau, rubber tyres on tractors and hydraulics in farming 

were considered brand new technology. Advising and knowledge sharing between farmers was the 

norm – in fact, the primary method for learning new methods and techniques. 

Ron has been an Ag Bureau member for more than 70 years, originally with the Williamstown 

branch and later Rowland Flat. He still lives in his childhood home and the family farm is now run by 

the sixth Fromm generation. 

Ron was born in Williamstown in 1930, a fourth generation farmer.  His parents ran the family farm, 

which comprised cropping as well as a dairy, a vineyard and sheep.  

Soon after leaving school Ron worked horses. He can remember driving horses in the crop, cutting 

hay.   

A major change in the way the Fromm family farmed came when Ron’s father bought his first tractor 

– a blue English Fordson (with steel tyres).  The next upgrade was a new International W4 tractor, 

still with steel wheels. When rubber tyres became available after World War II, they converted the 

W4 to rubber. 

Ron and his late wife, Fay, who died in 2017, took over the farm when they were married in 1952.  

They had a son and a daughter, of which their son came home from school to help work the farm, 

focussing on the dairy and the vineyard.  

Ron remembers that the Introduction of hydraulics to farming was astounding, enabling “so much 

more to be done without force”. 

“I’ve lived through the world where technology in farming has just taken off and have seen it all,” 

Ron told us. “I’ve seen the progression from horse drawn to tractors, to tractors these days that 

drive themselves.” 

Today Ron’s son, grandson and grandson in-law run beef cattle, as well as a vineyard and cellar door 

- Te’Aro (which means ‘to plough’ in Latin and in Maori means ‘happy home’) Estate.   

Ron an active member of the Williamstown Ag Bureau, serving as president secretary and on the 

committee. He represented Williamstown at the annual Ag Bureau Conference in Adelaide.  After 

the Williamstown branch closed in 1994, Ron’s membership was moved to Rowland Flat.   

Looking back on his seven decades as an Ag Bureau member, Ron remembers fondly the way in 

which farming information was once shared freely. 



“In those days, the Ag Bureau had farm advisors that would come out on the farm and sit with you 

and advise you,” he said. “Most of my learning of new techniques and ag practises were learned 

through the Ag Bureau.” 

Ron recalls Dave Hodge, who was stationed in the viticulture centre. 

“Dave would come out and teach budding and grafting.  He really progressed the wine industry, he 

was a wealth of knowledge, and even initiated the Wine Selection Society,” Ron said.   

There were advisors in other industries as well, including the dairy industry, which Ron would utilise.  

He thinks it’s “a great pity that the advising and knowledge sharing has all changed”.   

“Having the paid advisors really divided people. Instead of having them meet together to share their 

knowledge, people didn’t want to share information they had paid for,” Ron said.  

Ag Bureau highlights for Ron include trips to the Riverland and further out to cotton growing country 

– known as “sticky beak days”.  

“These were very enjoyable times and company. They were very social, but educational as well,” he 

said. 

Ag Chat was privileged to chat with Ron recently for this story. When asked about his membership 

milestone, Ron said he was “very proud” to be recognised for his 70 years, but footnoted that he’s 

not about the recognition.   

“It has been a pleasurable journey,” he said. “All the years and all of the meetings and organising 

meetings, has been good.” 

Congratulations – and thank you – Ron! 

 


