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Koonunga Branch celebrates 90 years 

When “15 interested and keen men” came together to form the Koonunga Ag Bureau Branch on 

December 5 1928, the Tuesday night meetings had to be held on or just before the full moon. Why? 

Most members travelled by horse and cart, pushbike or on foot, so moonlight was the best means 

available to travel by. 

Celebrating its 90th birthday recently, the Koonunga Branch now currently more than 60 members. 

In some cases there are three generations from the same families attending meetings together.  

The membership mix is diverse, with wine grapes, wool, beef, dairy, goats, bees and broad acre 

cropping all represented.  

Here are a few interesting facts after a look back through the branch’s minutes archive: 

 When office bearers were first elected, membership was set at 2/- per member per annum. 

 At the second meeting in February 1929 the general secretary of the Ag Bureau of SA 

attended, stating he “only attended branch meetings once and that was when they were 

opened and to explain the objectives of the movement”. 

 The Ag Bureau’s purpose in 1929 was defined as: “to encourage and help members with 

information on all forms of primary production, to work in cooperation with the Department 

of Agriculture, which supports and provides technical assistance and to promote goodwill, 

friendship and understanding among members”. 

 At the December 1929 meeting, “five ladies were present to hear an address on the care of 

cream and general care of the dairy”. It was also recorded that “females are at all times 

welcome to the meetings, but it is not too often that we are honoured by their presence”.  

 In 1953 nine ladies and 22 children were present.  

 Pruning competitions were hotly contested from the early 1930’s and continued till the mid-

1950s with the last one run by the branch in 1956. Over the years the branch has also held 

grape picking, wheat crop and hogget competitions and debates.  

 There is no official record of a female joining the Koonunga Branch as a full member until 

November 2018. (Hopefully the next will not wait so long!) 

Equally fascinating (and entertaining) are the conversation starters from the branch’s suggestion box 

over the years: 

 

Q - “What is the best clover to grow in the district?” 

A – Barrel Clover. (1939) 

 



Q - “Which varieties of grapes are best to plant at present?” 

A - Riesling, Shiraz, Tokay & Grenache were suggested, but it all depends on the soil. (1945) 

 

And the standout question? 

Q - “What is the best age for a young man to get married?  

A - “Anytime he has reached maturity but it is advised he get churched first!” (1940) 

 

Happy 90th birthday, Koonunga Branch! 

 


