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Awards highlight SA’s bright future in agriculture  
 
A Mid-Murray man’s vision for a farm business model that encompasses environmental, economic 
and social sustainability practices, and plans by an Adelaide Hills teacher to develop an education 
program to boost attitudes towards agriculture in high schools, have been recognised at the 2019 
Spirit of Excellence in Agriculture Awards announced tonight (Friday, October 18). 
 

Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development Tim Whetstone and the Executive 
Director – Strategy, Science and Corporate Services, for the Department for Environment and Water, 
Sandy Carruthers, presented the Agricultural Bureau of South Australia Awards at a dinner this 
evening.  
 

Generously supported by the Department for Environment and Water (DEW) and Primary Industries 
and Regions (PIRSA), the Awards offer young farmers and rural youth the opportunity to pursue 
personal and professional development to benefit their local communities. 
 

Chair of the Agricultural Bureau of South Australia (ABSA), Mark Grossman, says the judges were 
met with an exceptionally high standard of applications this year, which resulted in the narrowest of 
win results for both awards. 
 

“We’re confident that all of this year’s finalists will continue to influence South Australia’s 
agriculture industry and their communities for the better and be worthy recipients of any time and 
money invested in them,” Mark said. “ABSA encourages all of this year’s applicants to continue 
pursuing their dream projects.” 
 

2019 Sustainable Agriculture Scholarship sponsored by Department for Environment and Water 
Winner: Paul McGorman - Milendella (Mid-Murray)  
 

The $8000 scholarship is for a farmer (aged 18-40) to pursue further study, take a study tour or run a 
special project. The scholarship is in memory of the late Peter and Wendy Olsen to recognise both of 
their contributions to agriculture and landcare in South Australia. Sponsored by DEW, the 
scholarship focuses on sustainability of the natural resources that underpin primary production.  
 

Three years ago Paul McGorman and his wife Kimberley bought a 2700 acre property at Parndana on 
Kangaroo Island, ‘St Ives’, where they currently run Merino ewes. 
 

In Paul’s application he outlines his vision to investigate and develop an innovative business model 
that encompasses environmental, economic and social sustainability practices, to positively impact 
on climate change while also growing business revenue. 
 

Paul’s application supports his commitment to investigating the most suitable farming model for the 
KI property, then using this as a template to encourage and inspire fellow farmers. 
 

“For businesses and properties that have been farmed by the same family for generations there are 
often lots of opinions about what is possible and what is a waste of time,” Paul said in his 
application. “With St Ives we come in with fresh eyes and an open mind. 
 

“In today’s world of increased community expectations and transparency, volatile commodity 
markets and changing climate patterns, it’s hard as a farmer to know what strategy to adopt.  



 

“There are numerous practices promoted in the media such as regenerative agriculture, biological 
farming, natural sequence farming, holistic farming, bio-dynamics, rotational grazing, and carbon 
farming, to name a few. How these, and others, can be moulded potentially in combination with 
existing practices to form a complete business strategy that is supported by the three pillars of 
environment, economic and social sustainability, is what I plan to investigate.” 
 

Paul’s plans for St Ives include developing permanent irrigation, planting a hazelnut orchard 
inoculated with French black truffle, growing grasses and constructing containment yards for 
livestock. 
 

Comments from the judges 
 

“Paul demonstrated well how we will use the scholarship to build his knowledge and understanding 

of sustainable management for the benefit of St Ives, but also his enthusiasm to actively share his 

learning and experiences with the wider Kangaroo Island farming community, as well as industry 

groups, school groups, domestic and foreign buyers.” 

“Paul is very aware of community attitudes to agriculture and is willing to promote a positive, 

informed story about agriculture.”  
 

“… a very professional, knowledgeable and passionate producer wanting to improve the diversity and 

sustainability of the family business and share that journey with the community.”             

2019 Rural Youth Bursary sponsored by Primary Industries and Regions SA (PIRSA) 
Winner: Grace Sampson - Nairne (Adelaide Hills) 
 

For Rural Youth Bursary winner Grace Sampson, of Nairne, her love of agriculture and enthusiasm to 
inspire and educate South Australia’s young people has motivated her winning application. Also 
influencing her was a once misguided comment from a well-respected Australian business woman. 
 

“I was once told, in answer to my career in agriculture, ‘why choose that, isn’t agriculture a dying 
industry?’” Grace wrote in her application. “And this is where my passion to educate evolved.” 
 

Since finishing her teaching studies Grace has worked in a sales management position for a livestock 
nutrition business, staying in touch with the “front line of farmers”. She has worked with schools 
around the state, guest speaking and being involved with Dairy SA’s ‘Cows Create Careers’ programs 
and other educational initiatives. 
 

This year Grace entered teaching around the Mallee, Fleurieu and Adelaide Hills, working with high 
school students in science and agriculture. The experience fuelled her passion to work towards 
becoming a full-time agriculture teacher and providing students with “a more solid foundation” to 
agriculture education. 
  

“I would like to create a program that inspires and teaches young people of the potential 
opportunities to join us at our game – a program that could be distributed over many schools, 
including those that do not necessarily teach agriculture on their curriculum,” Grace wrote. 
 

“Ideally this would become a program backed by industry bodies and government to help boost 
positive attitudes towards agriculture. 
 

“My vision for the future is that everyone would be aware of where their food and fibres are derived 
from, supported by the correct information. This would help encourage more people to our industry 
and support the growing need for employees, innovation and young people.” 
 

Comments from the judges 
 



“Grace is a passionate educator of the next generation in agriculture, and all components of the 
extended possibilities, other than those tasks immediately involved in production, as career paths for 
the next generation.” 
 
“Grace has the passion, expertise, communication skills and network to develop a solid foundation 

for an agriculture education program to be delivered in schools to boost positive attitudes towards 

agriculture.” 

Tonight’s ceremony also saw Peter Cousins of Crystal Brook honoured with the 2019 Services to 
Primary Production Award. 
 

Peter is a successful self-employed agricultural consultant with an extensive career in agriculture. He 
is the Chair of the Grain Producers of SA (GPSA) RD&E Committee and represents the Grains 
Research and Development Corporation (GRDC) on a broad range of committees relating to codes of 
practice, stubble burning and wine smoke taint. 
 

At a national level Peter is involved in working parties relating to pesticide application, chemical 
review, grain protection and reviewing international trade advice notices which could impact 
Australia’s export markets. 
 

Peter has worked extensively in collaboration with GRDC and meteorologists to promote good spray 
practices, resulting in a review of spray drift policies. He presented the concept of a Mesonet to the 
South Australian Parliamentary Committee to help rectify spray drift. With subsequent 
encouragement, Peter Cousins Consulting formed a partnership body with Ag Excellence Alliance, 
Hart Fieldsite Committee and Agrilink, resulting in a $1.6 million grant to conduct a study and install 
40 automatic weather stations spanning Port Pirie, Mount Bryan, the Barossa Valley, to Two Wells. 
 

The partnership has recently secured a further grant of $1.2 million to establish a further 30 
automatic weather stations across the Riverland and Mallee. 
 

Last year Peter was awarded Life Membership of the Crop Science Society of South Australia for his 
services to agriculture.  
 
For more information on the 2019 Spirit of Excellence in Agriculture Awards or to arrange 
interviews with the winners please contact: 
 
Mark Grossman, Chair     Janette Ridgway, Awards Co-ordinator 
M: 0408 085 682     M: 0427 532 338  
 
 
AWARD SPONSORS: 
 
The Sustainable Agriculture Scholarship for Farmers is sponsored by the Department for 
Environment and Water (DEW) 
 
The Rural Youth Bursary is sponsored by Primary Industries and Regions SA (PIRSA) 
 

 

 
 


